Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 073320 
ORIGIN 10-13 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 COME-OO EB-08 INR-07 LAB-04 
NSAE-00 SIL-01 DHA-02 L-03 /039 R 

DRAFTED BY IO/LAB : APALMER:OF 
APPROVED BY IO:DRTOUSSAINT 
DOL:DAVERY 
COMMERCE:RUPTON 
S/IL:TBOWIE 

022218Z 039380/73 

R 022045Z APR 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO USMISSION GENEVA 
INFO USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 073320 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: ELAB, ILO 

SUBJECT: ILO OFFICE DIRECTOR MEETS WITH DEPT OFFICIALS 

1 . WASHINGTON ILO OFFICE DIRECTOR PERSONS MET WITH IO- 
TOUSSAINT AND IO/LAB MARCH 29 TO ASK DEPT REACTION TO HIS 
PROPOSAL TO HAVE USG REQUEST PRESIDENT CARTER TO ISSUE 
STATEMENT ENDORSING ILO MACHINERY FOR SUPERVISING OB 
SERVANCE OF HUMAN RIGHTS CONVENTIONS (FREEDOM OF ASSOCIA- 
TION, FORCED LABOR, ETC.), IN CONTEXT OF ADMINISTRATION'S 
STRONG STANCE ON HUMAN RIGHTS. AS INCENTIVE, PERSONS 
SUGGESTED PRESIDENTIAL STATEMENT WOULD ENCOURAGE JUNE ILO 
CONFERENCE TO HANDLE REPORTS OF COMMITTEE OF EXPERTS 
IMPARTIALLY. 

2. DEPT OFFICIALS REJECTED SUGGESTION, POINTING OUT THAT 
SUCH A STATEMENT AT THIS TIME WOULD BE READ BY OTHERS AS 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 073320 

SIGNAL THAT US HAD ALREADY DECIDED TO STAY IN ILO, AS WELL 
AS BEING INCONSISTENT WITH NOV 5, 1975 LETTER OF INTENT 
WHICH CRITICIZED ILO FOR "DOUBLE STANDARD" IN APPLYING 
HUMAN RIGHTS CONVENTIONS. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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